UNITED STATES SPECIFICATION 



TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

BE IT KNOWN that I, Daniel MIGNANO, a citizen of 
ITALY, having an address of 154-61 20 th Avenue, Whitestone, 
York 11357 USA, have invented certain new and useful 
improvements in a 

BACKPACK HUNTING BLIND FOR A TREE STAND 

of which the following is a specification. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The invention relates to a backpack hunting blind to 
be used in connection with a tree stand. 

2. The Prior Art 

Tree stands are devices used by hunters, 
photographers and other persons to situate themselves in an 
elevated position in order to gain a better vantage point than 
available from the ground. A user stands or sits in the tree 
stand which is secured to a tree of appropriate size. Known 
tree stands include both portable stands which are removed 
from the tree to which they are secured after each use and 
fixed stands which remain secured to a tree for multiple uses. 
Fixed tree stands may include a ladder for the user to climb 
up to and down from the stand. 

It is known to use a hunting blind in conjunction 
with a tree stand in order to conceal the user from the game 
being hunted or other wildlife. A hunting blind may include a 
flexible sheet of material with coloration or camouflage 
which blends into the surrounding environment. Conventional 
hunting blinds for use with tree stands typically consist of a 
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separate and discrete device or unit. As a result many users 
refrain from using a blind in connection with a tree stand in 
order to minimize the amount of equipment which must be 
transported to and from the location where the tree stand is 
installed. 

It is also known to use a backpack to carry gear, 
provisions, etc. to a location where a user will engage in an 
outdoor activity such as hunting. A person using a tree stand 
typically will hang their backpack on a fastener which is 
attached to the tree that the tree stand is secured to, for 
example a hook screwed into the tree. 

A backpack is typically hung or stowed in a position 
behind the user when the user sits or stands in a tree stand. 
In order to access the backpack and retrieve or return the 
contents of the backpack, the user must either remove the 
backpack from the fastener it is hung from or turn his or her 
body to reach into the backpack. The resulting movement 
and/or noise is undesirable as it is likely to repel the game 
being hunted and/or other wildlife. 

Devices relating to backpacks and/or blinds alone or 
in combination are disclosed in the following references: U.S. 
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Patent Application Publication Nos. 2003/0116183 Al and 
2003/0024559 Al and U.S. Patent Nos. 6,510,922; 6,021,794; 
6,003,749; 5,971,244; 5,865,355; 5,862,967; 5,562,236; 
4,776,503; 4,236,657 and 3,933,164, the disclosure of which is 
hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The invention relates to a backpack hunting blind 
for use with a tree stand. The backpack hunting blind 
includes a backpack having a top portion and a rear portion, 
one or more straps disposed on the top portion of the backpack 
for detachably securing the backpack hunting blind to the tree 
stand in a substantially vertical position and a pair of 
shoulder carrying straps secured to the rear portion of the 
backpack. A hunting blind including a flexible material is 
secured to the backpack and is adapted to be stowed within the 
backpack when the hunting blind is not deployed. Secured to 
the hunting blind are a plurality of loop fasteners for 
detachably securing the hunting blind to the tree stand when 
the hunting blind is deployed. The rear portion of the 
backpack is adapted to be folded down to allow the hunting 
blind to be deployed. 

One benefit of the backpack hunting blind is that a 



- 3 - 



hunting blind is incorporated or integrated into a backpack 
wherein the backpack hunting blind unit is adapted for use 
with a tree stand. 

Another benefit is that the integrated backpack 
hunting blind is suitable for use with both portable and fixed 
tree stands. 

A further benefit is that the backpack hunting blind 
can be quickly and easily installed in a tree stand. 

Another benefit of the backpack hunting blind is 
that the contents of the backpack are easily and readily 
accessible to a user who is concealed in a tree stand with a 
minimum amount of sound and movement on the part of the user. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Other objects and features of the present invention 
will become apparent from the following detailed description 
considered in connection with the accompanying drawings. It 
is to be understood, however, that the drawings are designed 
as an illustration only and not as a definition of the limits 
of the invention. 
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In the drawings, wherein similar reference 
characters denote similar elements throughout the several 
views : 

FIG. 1 shows a rear perspective view of a backpack 
hunting blind according to an embodiment of the invention with 
a rear portion in a closed position and a hunting blind in a 
stowed position; 

FIG. 2 shows a rear perspective view of the backpack 
hunting blind of FIG. 1 with a rear portion in an open 
position and a hunting blind in an extended position; 

FIG. 3 shows a rear view of the backpack hunting 
blind of FIG. 1 wherein the backpack hunting blind is secured 
to a portable tree stand, a rear portion is in an open 
position and a hunting blind is in an extended position; and 

FIG. 4 shows a front perspective view of the 
backpack hunting blind of FIG. 1 wherein the backpack hunting 
blind is secured to a fixed tree stand, a rear portion is in 
an open position and a hunting blind is in an extended 
position. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 shows backpack hunting blind 1 with rear 
portion 4 in a closed position and a hunting blind (not shown) 
in a stowed position. One or more straps 2 are disposed at a 
top portion of backpack hunting blind 1. Straps 2 are 
configured to wrap around a front portion of a tree stand 
allowing backpack hunting blind 1 to detachably hang from the 
tree stand in a substantially vertical position. Straps 2 may 
be provided with any conventional detachable fastener means, 
for example buckles, d-rings, snaps, hook and loop fasteners, 
buttons or ties, for securing backpack hunting blind 1 to a 
tree stand. 

Backpack hunting blind 1 has a pair of shoulder 
carrying straps 3 for transporting the unit to and from a 
location where it is to be used. Shoulder carrying straps 3 
are disposed on a rear portion 4 of backpack hunting blind 1 
and may be adjustable to accommodate users of various sizes. 
Rear portion 4 of backpack hunting blind 1 may be detachably 
secured to backpack hunting blind 1, for example with a zipper 
7. 

A rear portion 4 of backpack hunting blind 1 as 
shown in FIG. 1 is in a closed position and hunting blind 
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portion (not shown) of backpack hunting blind 1 as shown in 
FIG. 1 is in a stowed position, housed within backpack hunting 
blind 1. 

FIG. 2 shows backpack hunting blind 1 with rear 
portion 4 in an open position and hunting blind 5 in a 
deployed position. As shown in FIG. 2, rear portion 4 of 
backpack hunting blind 1 folds downward, exposing hunting 
blind 5 which is stowed within when not in use. 

One or more pockets 6 are disposed on backpack 
hunting blind 1 . Pockets 6 may be of various shapes and 
sizes, for example accordion style pockets, and are configured 
to store various equipment or provisions which a user of 
backpack hunting blind 1 may require, for example ammunition, 
binoculars, game calls, water bottles, communication devices, 
range finders, etc. 

Preferably one or more pockets 6 are located on a 
surface of backpack hunting blind 1 which faces a user when 
the unit is secured in a tree stand and rear portion 4 is 
folded downward. In this way, pockets 6 are facing a user and 
are easily accessible by the user with minimal movement and or 
sound. A user can thus retrieve and/or return gear to pockets 
6 while seated or standing in a tree stand and remain 



concealed from game or other wildlife. Additionally, access 
to a main compartment of backpack hunting blind 1 may be 
provided at a top portion of backpack hunting blind 1 so that 
a main compartment may also be easily and quietly accessed by 
a user who is seated or standing in a tree stand. A main 
compartment may be accessed, for example, via a zipper 8 
provided at a top portion of backpack hunting blind 1. 

Hunting blind 5 is made from a thin, flexible 
material which is easily wrapped or folded for storage inside 
backpack hunting blind. Both backpack and hunting blind 5 are 
preferably constructed of water repellant, weather proof 
materials. Backpack and hunting blind 5 may be constructed of 
a material which does not produce excessive noise when 
backpack and/or blind are opened, closed, deployed, stowed, 
impacted or otherwise used. 

Backpack and hunting blind 5 preferably include a 
pattern and/or coloration on their exposed surfaces which 
blends into the environment where backpack hunting blind 1 is 
to be used. For example backpack and/or hunting blind 5 may 
include a camouflage pattern which conceals a user and the 
tree stand to which backpack hunting blind 1 is secured. 
Additionally, at least a portion of backpack and/or hunting 



- 8 - 



blind 5 may be a highly visible color known as hunter orange. 

Hunting blind 5 has a plurality of loop fasteners 9 
secured at spaced-apart intervals for detachably securing 
hunting blind 5 to a tree stand. Loop fasteners 9 may be 
provided with a means for detachably securing hunting blind 5 
to a tree stand, for example buckles, d-rings, snaps, hook and 
loop fasteners, buttons or ties. 

As shown in FIG. 2, in a deployed position, hunting 
blind 5 extends along substantially an entire height of open 
pack from a top portion to a lowest portion of folded open 
rear portion 4. Hunting blind 5 may be detachably secured to 
backpack hunting blind 1 such that blind 5 may be removed from 
the unit when it is not needed, or for repair, replacement, 
exchange with a blind having a different coloration or pattern 
or any other purpose. For example hunting blind 5 may be 
detachably secured to backpack hunting blind 1 with a zipper, 
buckles, d-rings, snaps, hook and loop fasteners, buttons or 
ties. 

FIG. 3 shows a backpack hunting blind 1 detachably 
secured via straps 2 to a portable tree stand which in turn is 
secured to a tree. Rear portion 4 is in a closed position and 
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hunting blind 5 (not shown) is in a stowed position. 



Hunting blind 5 can also be used with a fixed tree 
stand an shown in FIG. 4. As shown in FIG. 4, in a deployed 
position hunting blind 5 may be draped over substantially an 
entire perimeter of a tree stand. When deployed hunting blind 
5 effectively conceals both user and tree stand. In FIG. 4, 
hunting blind 5 is detachably secured to a fixed tree stand 
with loop fasteners 9, and backpack hunting blind 1 is 
detachably secured to the fixed tree stand with straps 2. 

While one embodiment of the present invention has 
been shown and described, it is obvious that many changes and 
modifications may be made thereunto without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. 
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